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II Silver tore, plaque and spiral-bossed disc 
from the Norrie's Law hoard (photo: NMS). 
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IV The Brough of Birsay symbol-stone ( detail) 
(photo: NMS). 
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V Part of the St Ninian' s Isle silver hoard (photo: NMS). 
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VI The St Ninian's Isle hoard revealed on 4 July 1958 
(photo: Shetland Museum). 
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VII The broken cross-slab which covered the 
St Ninian's Isle hoard (photo: Shetland Museum). 
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X The St Ninian's Isle inscription (drawing: Eva Wilson) 
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XI Swords depicted on the Fowlis Wester cross-slab (left), 
and on the Aberlemno churchyard stone (centre and right) 

(drawing: David Taylor). 

XII Reverse of the Aberlemno churchyard stone (detail) 
(photo: T. E. Gray). 
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XIII The 'Beckley' silver sword pommel, Oxon (photo: BM). 

links in her own publication of this remarkably fine object, but she 
has already pointed out that it 

was found within the boundaries of an Anglo-Saxon royal 
domain, suggesting a courtly context for its loss. High status 
artefacts of this kind were surely among the treasures and 
diplomatic gifts which travelled north to Northumbria and 
beyond, into the Pictish realms.95 

Here, then, we are back in the world of silver-mounted weapons as 
symbols of status: the world of the St Ninian's Isle hoard (together 
with the various other late Pictish treasures) and the world of the St 
Andrews sarcophagus (together with the floruit of the Pictish 'relief 
style' of sculpture). The Oxfordshire pommel is not just a splendid 
find for Anglo-Saxonists, but it is also a key-piece for Pictish 
studies, even if only in the meantime by virtue of its raised central 
lobe and upcurved profile, for these features alone are enough to 
enable us to reclaim the Aberlemno churchyard stone for the eighth 
century - and thus so much else besides! 

95 Webster, 'Metalwork', p. 272.












